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For our final post in our blog series, we are going to focus on the elements of
design, scale and proportion. In commercial Interior Design, the most

important objective for a project is to enhance our everyday experiences
within the environments we work, live, and play. Although consideration of all
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the elements of design is necessary to achieve this goal, scale and in turn,
proportion have the largest impact on spatial functionality.

THE CLASSIC BARCELONA CHAIR IS AN ICON, BUT BECAUSE
IT'S SO LOW IT OFTEN APPEARS AS THOUGH IT IS NOT SIZED
APPROPRIATELY FOR OUR MODERN HUMAN SCALE. IN THE
ROOM PICTURED ABOVE BY DESIGN PARTNERS
INTERNATIONAL FOR KUPER, VERTICAL LINE HAS BEEN
APPLIED TO THE CEILING AND WALL TO DRAW THE EYE
DOWN AND ADD A SENSE OF PROPORTION TO THE SPACE.
WITHOUT THIS CONSIDERATION FOR SCALE AND
PROPORTION, THIS ROOM MAY NOT BE SO WELL BALANCED
SIMPLY DUE TO THE LOW HORIZONTAL NATURE OF THE
SEATING.

SCALE

Without consideration of scale, in particular, human scale, our everyday
activities would be more difficult. Scale refers to the relationship between
two or more objects, one that has a commonly known size. In most cases, the
size of objects is compared to our own human scale.

We can find examples of this in our homes and workplaces; for instance,
standardized heights have been created for countertops, chairs have been
scaled to fit our bodies, the widths of hallways allow for people to
comfortably pass one another. You can see that the way we build our

https://www.hatchdesign.ca/elements-of-design-part-5-scale-and-proportion/ 2/6


http://www.knoll.com/products/product.jsp?prod_id=577
http://www.dpigroup.it/

10/25/22, 10:12 AM ELEMENTS OF DESIGN SCALE AND PROPORTION

environment is based on the commonly known anthropometric data of human
scale.

THE APPLICATION OF CONTRASTING COLOUR AND TEXTURE
ON THE CEILING, WALLS, AND FLOOR, AS WELL AS THE
INCORPORATION OF LOW HORIZONTAL FURNITURE COULD
LEAD TO THIS ROOM FEELING OUT OF SCALE; HOWEVER, DAP
STUDIO MASTERFULLY COUNTERBALANCED THIS EFFECT BY
REPEATING AND LOWING THE HORIZONTAL LIGHT FIXTURES.

PROPORTION

Proportion is a word often used interchangeably with scale although there is
one subtle difference between the two definitions. While the word scale
implies the comparison of objects where the actual size of one object is
known, proportion relates to the general size of two objects without
information regarding their actual sizes (or scales).

While scale is more absolute, proportion is truly relative and requires the
interior designer to understand the interactions between objects within a 3
dimensional space. For most designers, it’s a difficult thing to explain when
objects in a room are in proportion - this is what we refer to as having “an
eye for design”.

There is no right or wrong when it comes to this application of proportion. As
it can alter the way our spaces look and feel, getting proportion “right” all
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depends on the intent of the designer.

p

OFTEN INTERIOR DESIGNERS WILL APPLY PROPORTION IN
CONTRASTING WAYS TO EMPHASIZE A PARTICULAR AREA.
THIS DESIGN BY LEMAYMICHAUD ARCHITECTURE DESIGN IS A
GREAT EXAMPLE OF THIS; NOTE HOW THE OVERSIZED
FIXTURES REALLY CALL ATTENTION TO THE BAR.

In most cases designers aim to achieve proportion within the spaces they
design; however, there are times when the design goals call for disproportion.
One way to create emphasis in a space is to introduce oversized items in a
way that is disproportionate for the space. For instance, large pendant lights
over a cash counter or boardroom table could call attention to that area.

Although understanding the ideas behind proportion and scale are important,
design requires an awareness of every element and principal (check back for
future blog posts about the various principals of design). It must be said that
Interior design is complicated; there are so many interactions between all the
elements of design and these interactions, as a whole, have an effect on the
feel of a space.

Did you miss our post about line? Read about it by clicking here.
Did you miss our post about colour? Read about it by clicking here.
Did you miss our post about texture and pattern? Read about it by clicking
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here.
Did you miss our post about light? Read about it by clicking here.

» Do you need help with your commercial Interior Design project? Contact
Hatch Interior Design located in Kelowna, British Columbia - Sustainable
Interior Solutions for the Modern Workplace.

BHOW TO OR SELF HELP, INTERIOR DESIGN
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Interested in discussing your Interior Design project? Let’s
talk.

Hatch Interior Design Our Philosophy
Inc. Our Process
INTERIOR DESIGH 405 - 460 Doyle Ave Contact Us

Kelowna BC V1Y 0C2

778.484.4466
info@hatchdesign.ca
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