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Chapter 02 — BUILDING CONSTRUCTION RULES IN BANGLADESH.

Building construction in Bangladesh is regulated by several laws, codes, and guidelines to ensure safety,
sustainability, and proper urban planning. These rules are primarily governed by the Bangladesh National
Building Code (BNBC), Dhaka Metropolitan Building Construction Rules, and other relevant acts and
regulations. Compliance with these regulations is mandatory for obtaining construction permits and
ensuring that buildings are structurally sound and environmentally sustainable.

Governing Bodies and Regulatory Framework

Several organizations oversee building construction regulations in Bangladesh:

e Rajdhani Unnayan Kartripakkha (RAJUK) — Regulates construction in Dhaka and approves
building plans.

e Local Government Engineering Department (LGED) — Oversees rural and urban infrastructure
development.

e Department of Environment (DOE) — Ensures environmental compliance.

e Bangladesh National Building Code (BNBC) — Provides technical guidelines for safe construction.

e Fire Service and Civil Defense (FSCD) — Enforces fire safety measures.

Key Building Construction Regulations

Bangladesh National Building Code (BNBC)

The BNBC 2020 outlines the technical standards for building safety, materials, load-bearing capacity, and
earthquake resistance. Key provisions include:

Structural design standards for different building types.

Fire safety requirements, including escape routes and fire-resistant materials.
Electrical and mechanical safety regulations.

Sustainability measures, including green building incentives.

Dhaka Metropolitan Building Construction Rules, 2008
This rule applies mainly to Dhaka and covers:

Zoning laws — Defines residential, commercial, and industrial zones.

Building height regulations — Restrictions based on plot size and road width.
Setback requirements — Minimum distance between buildings and property lines.
Parking regulations — Mandatory parking spaces for large buildings.

Environmental Regulations

To minimize environmental impact, the Department of Environment (DOE) mandates:



e Environmental Impact Assessments (EIA) for large projects.
e \Waste management and pollution control measures.
e Green building initiatives to promote energy efficiency and sustainable materials.

Construction Approval Process

Before construction begins, approvals must be obtained through the following steps:

1. Land Clearance — Verify land ownership and zoning classification.

2. Building Plan Submission — Submit architectural and structural drawings to RAJUK or the local
authority.

3. Environmental Clearance — Obtain approval from the DOE for large-scale projects.

Fire Safety Clearance — Ensure compliance with FSCD regulations.

5. Construction Permit — Obtain final approval before commencing construction.

e

Penalties for Non-Compliance

Failure to comply with building regulations can result in:

e Fines and legal action by RAJUK or local authorities.

e Demolition of unauthorized structures.

e Cancellation of occupancy permits.

e Environmental penalties for violating ecological regulations.
Conclusion

Understanding and adhering to building construction rules in Bangladesh is crucial for developers,
architects, and engineers. Compliance ensures safety, sustainability, and legal validity of construction
projects. With rapid urbanization, it is essential to follow updated regulations and best practices to
promote responsible development.
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